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The PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE OF THE UNITED STATES
Mary Grace Cavallaro
Lesson plan

Class: 

· Level: intermediate/upper-inter/advanced learners

· School: Italian Scientifico/Linguistico 3 or 4th year capable to have a classroom discussion

Prerequisites:

· None
Lecture organisation:

· Time: from 15 to 50 mins according to the liveliness of the conversation.
· Additional tools needed: Overhead projector, whiteboard

NB: Suggested structure:

· Image: elicit information  from students on visual shown.

· Context:  set cultural context/background

· Reading: elicit meaning of difficult words from context and then explain in context. Social and historical information is crucial at this point ofLP. 

Texts:

· Text: to be read in class

· Further readings: provide essential bibliography on the history of the pledge of allegiance and possibly history of the US flag (to be done as the following lesson).

Objectives: 

· stimulate ideas from visuals, 

· get students thinking and brainstorming in English

· create a classroom discussion on patriotism. 
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Ask the students to read the questions and look at the picture.
Ask them if they know what they are looking at/have they seen it in films, etc.

In order to get them to think in English and brainstorm ideas, have them describe the picture. 
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Have the students read The Pledge of Allegiance. (Pronunciation must be corrected at this stage).

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic  for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisibile, with liberty and justice for all.”

Now have the students answer the following questions.
· What does ‘pledge’ mean? 

· What is ‘the pledge of allegiance?’

Below is a list of new vocabulary words described which may be of use. 
· Pledge :a very strong commitment, vow, formal promise

· Allegiance: total dedication and devotion to the flag (in this obvious context)

· To pledge allegiance to the Flag: the flag represents America as an entire country. I dedicate myself to the country of the United States, to what it actually represents: freedom, strength, courage. 

· The flag: it represents America, a symbol of prosperity and freedom. 

· The United States: the 50 states moine together of people from different ethnic and religious backgrounds. People have come here to have job opportunities and improve their lives. 

· Republic: a country in which power is  given to representatives chosen by the people to govern them. Government means the people and it’s the people who elect the leader s to lead them. The ‘republic’ is also a land of laws which is made up by an efficient system of chexk and balances which prohibits any one person or group to prevail on others. 

· One Nation under God: a land where freedom of worship, popolated by churches, synagogues, temples and mosques embracing all religions of the world. 

· Indivisible: one nation as a whole.  It cannot be divided. 

· With liberty: meaning freedom from religious persecution, living one’s own life as one pleases and without any form o f prejudice. 
· Justice: people are all treated equally. The law is the same for everyone.  

· For all: a nation, a single country for all races and walks of life.
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Ask students to brainstorm any ideas they may have or feel about this in order to create conversation in class. The objective here is to stimulate classroom conversation. 
· How do you feel about this? 

· Is there anything similar to this in your country? 

· What does this inspire to young people when they make a ‘pledge of allegiance?’


